Memorial Fund. Mr Furness died soon after his happy thought had had this
happy result.
3, Godefroi and Yolande. The American performances were the only pub-
lic ones ever accorded to Laurence Irving's play, but in 1915 Edith Craig
produced it in London under the auspices of the Pioneer Players, a Sunday
play-producing Society, complimented by Bernard Shaw in a note in the
Shaw-Terry correspondence on "having done more for the theatrical van-
guard than any other of the coterie theatres.*'
Laurence Irving's gratitude to Ellen Terry for her keen interest in
"Godefroi and Yolande" is expressed in a letter written shortly after he had
read the play to her:
I cannot tell you how deeply I felt all your generous enthusiasm over my play.
Encouragement such as you give me will spur me on to renewed efforts, so that I may
hope to merit it again. I will have another copy of the play got ready, and then I will
send it to you for the comments you so kindly offered to make. That copy will then be
more valuable for your comments than in itself it could ever hope to be. I do not know
in what words to tell you how honoured I feel at such an offer from the first of English
actresses.
After Laurence Irving gave up diplomacy for which he had been educated,
and became an actor, his relations with his father which in his boyhood were
distant, owing to the permanent estrangement of his parents, were changed.
Laurence, as a member of the Lyceum Company, to which he was promoted
after a brief training under Frank Benson, was brought into close contact
with his father. One result of this was a friendship between Laurence and
his father's "leading lady" which lasted until Laurence's untimely death
in 1914. The promise of a great career in the theatre was broken when the
Empress of Ireland, with Laurence Irving on board, sank in the River St
Lawrence. Ellen Terry recognised his genius in its ugly duckling stage, and
seems to have understood him better than his father. "My Irving boy," as
she often called him, was very dear to her, and his presence in the Lyceum
Company brought her happiness at an unhappy time in her life.
4. Ellen Terry's Third Marriage. The brief allusion to this event at the
end of the chapter is amplified in Part II, Chapter I, when I take up the nar-
rative of Ellen Terry's life at the point where she broke it off.